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Sallie Krawcheck ’92 

Founder & CEO, Ellevest 

Sallie Krawcheck’s professional mission is to help 
women reach their financial and professional 
goals (or, put more bluntly, to get more money 
into the hands of women), thus enabling them to 
live better lives and unleashing a positive ripple 
effect for our families, our communities and our 
economy. To that end, she is the CEO and co-
founder of Ellevest, a digital-first, mission-driven 
investment platform for women. Ellevest is one of 
the fastest growing digital investment platforms 
and has been named a #24 on CNBC’s top 50 
"Disruptor" list, #14 on LinkedIn’s 50 “Most 
Sought-After Startups” (and #2 in New York), and 
one of Entrepreneur Magazine’s Top 100 Brilliant 
Ideas. Krawcheck is also Chair of the Ellevate 
Network, a 135K-strong global professional 
women’s network; she is Chair of the Pax Ellevate 
Global Women’s Leadership Fund, a fund that 

invests in the top-rated companies for advancing women; and she is the best-selling author of 
“Own It: The Power of Women at Work.” 

Krawcheck, one of few executives to find success in large complex companies and as a startup 
CEO, is widely recognized as one of the most influential women in business. She has been 
recognized by Inc. as a “Top Female Founder”, called "The Last Honest Analyst" by Fortune 
magazine, was named the seventh most powerful woman in the world by Forbes, was # 9 on 
Fast Company's list of the "100 Most Creative People in Business." She has been called one of 
the top 10 up and coming entrepreneurs to watch by Entrepreneur Magazine and has landed 
on Vanity Fair’s “The 2018 New Establishment List.” 

Before launching Ellevest, Krawcheck built a successful career on Wall Street: She was the CEO 
of Merrill Lynch, Smith Barney, US Trust, the Citi Private Bank, and Sanford C. Bernstein. She 
was also Chief Financial Officer for Citigroup. Prior to that, Krawcheck was a top-ranked 
research analyst covering the securities industry.  

Krawcheck received a BA summa cum laude from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and an MBA with honors from Columbia Business School. She has two children and two 
cats. 
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Lydia Fenet 

Managing Director, Global Head of 
Strategic Partnerships and Lead 
Benefit Auctioneer at Christie’s 
Auction House 

Author, The Most Powerful 

Woman in the Room Is You 

Lydia has led auctions for more than six hundred 
organizations and raised over half a billion dollars 
for nonprofits globally. Lydia is responsible for 
conceptualizing and spearheading the 

development of the firm’s Global Strategic Partnerships division, which has generated over 
$25 million in revenue to date and aligned Christie’s with 100+ corporate and luxury brands 
around the world.  

Lydia is represented by CAA and travels internationally as a keynote speaker helping people 
unlock their sales potential and empowering women in the workplace. She was named one of 
New York’s most influential women by Gotham magazine and has been featured in the New 
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes and Crain’s, and has appeared in Vogue, Harper’s 
Bazaar, Vanity Fair and Town & Country. Her widely acclaimed book, ‘The Most Powerful 
Woman in the Room is You’ was published by Simon & Schuster in April 2019 and continues to 
be a #1 best seller on Amazon. 
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Penny Abeywardena 

Commissioner, New York City 
Mayor's Office for International 
Affairs 

Penny leads the City's global platform for 
promoting its goals for a more just society, 
showcasing the diversity of New Yorkers and 
sharing policies and best practices with the world. 
Her agency serves the largest diplomatic corps in 
the world, including strategic partnerships and 
programming reaffirming NYC’s local leadership 
on global issues. 

From 2009-2014, Penny was the Director of Girls 
and Women Integration at the Clinton Global 
Initiative, where she led the program's evolution 
into one of CGI's most successful efforts.  

Penny is a French-American Foundation Young 
Leader (2017) and a WEF Young Global Leader 
(2016). 
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Daniel Ames 

Ting Tsung and Wei Fong Chao Professor of Business, Columbia 

Business School 

Professor Ames's research focuses on social judgment and behavior. He examines how people 

judge themselves as well as the individuals and groups around them (e.g., impression 

formation, stereotyping). He also studies the consequences of these judgments on 

interpersonal dynamics, including prosocial behaviors (e.g., trust, cooperation, helping) and 

competitive interactions (e.g., negotiations, conflict, aggression). A central aspect of this work 

is how people "read minds" to make inferences--whether right or wrong--about what others 

think, want, and feel. 

  



Columbia Women in Business Conference  |  November 15, 2019 
 

Silvia Bellezza 

Associate Professor of Business in 
Marketing, Columbia Business 
School 

Silvia Bellezza is the Gantcher Associate Professor 
of Business in Marketing at Columbia Business 
School. Her research focuses on consumer 
behavior and symbolic consumption–how 
consumers use products and brands to express 
who they are and signal status. Professor 
Bellezza’s work uncovers the role of alternative 
signals of status (e.g., nonconforming behaviors, 
lack of leisure time) and establishes new 
perspectives on brand communities (e.g., the 
distinction between “Brand Tourists” and “Brand 
Immigrants”). 

Professor Bellezza’s research has been published 
in top-tier academic journals including, Journal of 

Consumer Research, Journal of Marketing Research, and Management Science. Her work has 
also received extensive coverage in popular outlets, such as the New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Washington Post, The Atlantic, and Scientific American. 

Before joining Columbia, she earned her doctorate in Marketing at Harvard Business School 
and worked in the marketing departments of L.V.M.H. and Dannon. Professor Bellezza 
currently teaches a core marketing course to MBA and executive MBA students. 
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Mona Bijoor 

Founder, JOOR and Partner, Kings 

Circle Capital 

Author, Startups and Downs 

Mona Bijoor is a partner at King Circle Capital 

LLC, an investment and advisory firm, where she 

has holdings in real estate, franchises, start-ups, 

and online businesses. Mona is also the founder 

of JOOR, the premier online global B2B 

marketplace for wholesale buying that directly 

connects brands and retailers. 

Mona’s experience as a brand consultant for the 

fashion industry and within buying departments 

for global retailers inspired her to create JOOR in 

2010 to solve some of the incredible challenges 

and time constraints she encountered during her 

career. By 2016, she had grown the company to 

process over $10 billion in gross merchandise value. Based in New York City, Mona expanded 

to offices in Los Angeles, London, Paris, Milan, Sydney, and Melbourne, increasing the team to 

one hundred employees worldwide. Clients include Neiman Marcus, Harrods, Michael Kors, 

and Kate Spade. While at JOOR, Mona was recognized by Crain’s 40 under 40 and Wharton’s 

40 under 40, as well as receiving the Big Apple Entrepreneur of the Year Award. She is the 

Amazon bestselling author of Startups and Downs, The Secrets of Resilient Entrepreneurs and 

a frequent contributor to TechCrunch, Entrepreneur, and Thrive Global. 

Mona earned a BA from the University of Pennsylvania and an MBA from the Wharton School 

of Business. She currently lives in Brooklyn with her husband and two daughters.  
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Denetrias “Dee” Charlemagne ’20 

Senior Strategist 

Dee Charlemagne is a senior strategist with a 
blend of experiences spanning advertising, media, 
branded content and publishing. Most recently, 
Dee was Head of Growth for Joan, a rebellious 
female-founded advertising agency and a digital 
media company. Prior to Joan, Dee was a hybrid 
account strategist for Truffle Pig, a joint venture 
between WPP, The Daily Mail, and Snapchat.   

Dee started her career in the three-year WPP 
fellowship spanning global roles—planning at 
Ogilvy NY, media/creative strategy for RedFuse 
(covering Colgate-Palmolive brands in Asia), and 
program coordinator for VICE Europe. At VICE, she 
was the account lead for #ListenForYourself, 
Bose's Cannes award-winning campaign, that 
combined data and insights from VICE, Spotify, 
and Facebook. Her past clients also include H&M, 
Diageo, General Mills, Starbucks, Microsoft, 

Cabela's, Dove, BlackRock and NASCAR.  

Dee graduated from Harvard University and is an MBA candidate at Columbia Business School. 
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Sheetal Chawla  

Partner/VP, Head of Strategy and 

Digital, Capgemini 

Sheetal is the Partner and Vice President leading 

Strategy and Digital at Capgemini.  She leads 

exciting and ambitious digital-transformations 

focusing on the Manufacturing, Aerospace and 

Defense, Automotive and Life Sciences 

industries.  In the last 16 years Sheetal has 

navigated every stage of maturity—from start-ups 

to complex corporate entities.  Sheetal is 

passionate about helping companies increase 

revenue, improve customer experience, and reduce costs—often simultaneously—leveraging 

a wide range of structured / analytical and creative capabilities. 

Sheetal brings a unique mix of experience in management consulting at Iqvia Consulting, 

business and growth strategy at Omnicom Group and in several commercial roles at Roche / 

Genentech.   

Sheetal is part of Capgemini’s leadership team which decides the firm’s areas of focus, 

including new partnerships.  She enjoys new challenges and the exchange of ideas that come 

with this role, especially helping clients envision a new future for their company and ultimately 

deliver it. 

She has been recognized by the National Association of Female Executives (NAFE) as a rising 

star and holds board of director positions at Rutgers University and the National Diversity 

Council.  She is a Johns Hopkins University alum for both her BA and executive MBA.  Growing 

up in Laguna Beach, Sheetal enjoys surfing. Sheetal lives in Manhattan with her husband and 

two children, Zarias and Sofia. 
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Tine Fincioen 

CFO Digital, Labs and Acceptance Solutions 

Tine Fincioen is Senior Vice President and chief financial officer for Digital, Labs and 
Acceptance Solutions, part of Products & Innovation at Mastercard.  In this role, she provides 
financial and strategic leadership support to the executives leading Digital Solutions, Labs and 
Acceptance Solutions. Ms. Fincioen is also a member of the Finance Leadership Team. 

Prior to this position, Ms. Fincioen held several roles with increasing responsibility in Europe, 
including Financial Planning & Analysis, Business Planning as well as Customer Economics.  Ms. 
Fincioen played a key role throughout the implementation of the EU Interchange Fee 
Regulation and its implications on Mastercard’s business model. 

Before joining Mastercard in 2006, Ms. Fincioen worked with PricewaterhouseCoopers as a 
financial auditor in Belgium. 

Ms. Fincioen holds a Master's in Commercial Engineering from the Catholic University of 
Leuven.  She is native Belgian. 

  



Columbia Women in Business Conference  |  November 15, 2019 
 

Christie Grimm  

Chief Creative Officer, Guest of a 
Guest 

Christie Grimm is the Chief Creative Officer at 
Guest of a Guest. She first began her career in 
media while studying at Barnard College, working 
for various titles and departments at Hearst 
Magazines. Spending a majority of her time at 
Town & Country, she developed a keen interest in 
covering the exclusive and aspirational social 
circles in New York, the Hamptons and beyond.  

For over four years Christie has overseen and 
managed every facet of Guest of a Guest. From 
constructing the editorial calendar and regularly 
contributing to the site’s content, to executing 
sponsored events and growing a subscription 
based Social Calendar, she's curated a singular 
brand voice and image present in all aspects of 
the company. One of playful irreverence, 
continuous curiosity, and trusted authority. 
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Kaia Peterka Heitmeyer ’03 

Director, AlixPartners LLP 

Kaia has more than twenty years of industry and 
consulting experience in retail and luxury goods. 
She has extensive experience in merchandising, 
product development, sourcing and strategy with 
a focus on apparel and accessories. She is 
currently a Director at AlixPartners, a global 
management consulting firm. 

Kaia’s industry experience includes strategic 
planning for a top three global luxury goods firm, 
omnichannel strategy for a $26 billion leading 

retailer, merchandising for $2 billion national department store chain, and planning and 
wholesale account management for multiple popular contemporary apparel brands. She has 
also led several brand launches, managing product development and developing branding and 
distribution strategies. 

During her career in consulting, she has assisted clients with strategic sourcing initiatives, 
product development process redesign, merchandise and assortment planning, design 
innovation and consumer connectivity. 

Prior to joining AlixPartners, Kaia was the Founder and President of KAIA PETERKA Handbags. 
The collection balanced form and function to deliver chic, artful styles that show personality 
without all the fuss. By pairing unique leathers, python and silks with minimalist designs, her 
statement pieces are versatile and life-friendly. The collection was handmade in New York 
City. 

Her first collection debuted in Fall 2006. The line was carried by top retailers around the world 
including Saks Fifth Avenue, Barneys New York, Henri Bendel, and United Arrows. In addition 
to her namesake collection, Kaia created exclusive designs for the Broadway hit, WICKED, and 
developed custom pieces for private clients around the world. 

Before launching her line, Kaia double majored at University of Virginia and studied 
philosophy, painting and literature in Paris. During her time in France, she worked for a 
magazine, writing a social diary and reviewing art and dance. Kaia later honed her industry 
skills through roles in buying, sales, strategy and consulting while taking classes at FIT and 
Parsons in the evenings. To help prepare her to venture out on her own, Kaia earned an MBA 
with Honors at Columbia University. 
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Betsy Jones  

Associate Publisher, AVENUE  

Betsy Jones is the Associate Publisher of AVENUE 
magazine, living and working in New York City.  
She began her career working for luxury brands 
such as Tiffany & Co, CHANEL and LVMH and then 
transitioned her experience into a career in 
publishing for DuJour Magazine and The Daily 
Front Row. 

In her current role, she is overseeing the January 
2020 launch of the new AVENUE magazine. She is 
focusing on both strategic print advertising 
partnerships and creating new sources of revenue 
to offset the challenges facing the ever-changing 
print publishing landscape.  Specifically, she is 
offering brands unique events and experiences to 
support their marketing and sales efforts and 
compliment traditional advertising buys.  

For the first time in her life, she is living her 
passion and has found what it truly means to love what you do and do what you love.  When 
she is not helping shape the landscape of what media means today, you can find her 
wandering around her West Village neighborhood walking her French Bulldog and drinking an 
oat milk latte. 
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Kim Karetsky ’06 

Founder and CEO, KHK Leadership 
and Learning 

Kim Karetsky is the Founder and CEO of KHK 
Leadership and Learning, a consulting business 
which designs and implements customized 
professional development and leadership services 
to organizations and individuals. Kim serves as a 
strategic advisor to her clients, helping to enhance 
their productivity and business results through 
engaged and dedicated employees, strong leaders, 
and a healthy corporate culture. 

Prior to launching KHK Leadership and Learning in 2017, Kim spent over 15 years in leadership and 
professional development roles at Goldman, Sachs & Co. and J.P. Morgan Chase. She has 
dedicated her career to enhancing the culture of these organizations by building robust programs 
that promote the commercial and leadership talent of top performing producers and senior 
leaders globally. 

Kim built and led the global Advisor Development Group within the Asset Management Division at 
J.P. Morgan. She coached senior leaders and their teams to establish strong, trusting relationships 
that enhance team culture. She designed and implemented professional development initiatives 
on topics including: leadership and management, interpersonal skills, executive presence, sales 
and client communication for all levels from Associate to Managing Director. She is certified in the 
Hogan and Interpersonal Leadership Styles Personality Assessments. 

Prior to joining J.P. Morgan in 2008, Kim worked in Goldman Sachs’ Pine Street Leadership 
Development Group where she created and led programs to enhance the leadership skills of 
Partners, Managing Directors, and select clients of the firm. 

After graduating from Amherst College with a BA in Psychology, Kim started her career in 1999 at 
Goldman Sachs in the Private Wealth Management Division. Kim received her MBA from Columbia 
Business School in 2006 with a concentration in Leadership and Management. She was the Chair 
of the Columbia Business School Integrity Board and selected as a member of the Leadership 
Board of The Sanford C. Bernstein Center for Leadership and Ethics. 

In addition to her work in finance, Kim has a passion for medicine and medical ethics and earned 
her Master in Bioethics from the University of Pennsylvania in 2007 after spending a year doing 
academic research in Neuroethics at the Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics. 

Kim is a Trustee and President of the Alumnae Association of The Chapin School in New York City 
where she lives with her husband, Simon Krinsky, and daughter, Eve. 
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Elizabeth Leahy ’96 

CEO and co-founder, Section 101 

Liz Leahy is the CEO and co-founder of Section 
101, a premier website platform and digital 
agency for the music and media industries. 
Clients including Aimee Mann, Pentatonix, Duran 
Duran, BUSH, Ani DiFranco, HITS Daily Double 
magazine, and many others rely on Section 101’s 
creative and technology to power their digital 
presence.   

She is also the founder and an executive producer 
of Southwest Invasion, a three-day concert series 
and lifestyle event in Austin, TX that helped raise 
awareness for Whole Planet Foundation’s micro-
loan program supporting female entrepreneurs in 
poverty-stricken regions. Past artists include: 

Imagine Dragons, The Lumineers, X Ambassadors Pentatonix, Capital Cities, Andrew 
McMahon, Kongos, Kate Nash, K. Flay and many others. Past sponsors include: Clif Bar, Dogfish 
Head Craft Ale, Health-Ade Kombucha, RXBAR, Schwinn, UBER, West Elm. 

Following her graduation from Columbia Business School, Liz worked in management 
consulting and then helped create and launch Bigfoot Interactive - an initial innovator in email 
marketing. Liz created and implemented the professional services platform around the 
company's technology solution and helped to build a Fortune 100 customer base that 
leveraged the original email communication and best practices concepts she helped pioneer, 
that are still broadly used today.  

Passionate about entrepreneurship and the opportunities it creates for female professionals, 
Liz is an engaged angel investor and start-up advisor. At Columbia Business School, Liz has 
been an active member of the Eugene Lang Entrepreneurship Center’s advisory board since 
2014, has served as an alumni ambassador and mentor for the Columbia Career Network, and 
is a CBS Women’s Circle Founder. 
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Nicole Levinson 

Playboy Club 

Storyteller. Brand Shepherd. Placemaker.  

20+ years leading global luxury and aspirational iconic brands in launch and reinvigoration 
strategies through traditional, digital and social campaigns, across hospitality, food and 
beverage, real estate, arts + culture, automotive, fashion, beauty and technology. From her 
luxury marketing background at Christie's and Sotheby's to her current brand work at such 
iconic brands as Playboy, LVMH's Make Up For Ever, Rolls Royce, Art Basel, JW Marriott, 
Ruinart, Diet Pepsi, BlackBerry, smart car, W Hotels, among many others, she has amassed a 
wealth of brand knowledge about the lifestyle of today’s aspirational consumer. Having 
worked across different verticals, she brings a unique perspective for any brand looking to be 
an innovator in their category in today's market that is witnessing a drastic shift of retail, 
competition to connect with millennials, and value defining luxury. 
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Cecilia Catalina Manzolillo 

Senior Associate Director, Career 
Management Center, Columbia 
Business School 

Cecilia is specialized in advising MBA students on 
the design and development of their overall 
career strategies at Columbia Business School and 
delivers large format seminars as well as one-on-
one coaching.   

Cecilia’s career began as a financial analyst at 
Enron working on global M&A and project finance 

transactions in Texas, Brazil and Argentina.  Since her MBA, she has had an extensive career on 
Wall Street spanning investment banking, sales and structuring roles where she primarily 
focused on creating portfolio and investment solutions for US and Latin American clients as 
part of the Investment Management Division of Goldman Sachs & Co. and the Global Markets 
and Global Wealth & Investment Management divisions of Bank of America Merrill Lynch.   

She specializes in derivative strategies across foreign exchange, commodity and equity asset 
classes.  She is currently a frequent guest lecturer in the MBA and Executive MBA Derivatives 
Classes and is an active member of the Board of Advisors of Accelerate Investors Foundation 
which aims to increase diversity in the investing community.   

Cecilia earned her MBA from the UCLA Anderson School of Management and her BA in 
economics from the University of Texas at Austin.   
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Julie McDermott ’01 

Angel Investor, McDermott LLC 

Julie McDermott has been an angel investor in 
seed or pre-seed tech startups since 2015. Her 
portfolio consists of approximately 20 companies 
including Court Buddy, Kenzie Academy, Medinas 
Health and Siren Care. She is on the Advisory 
Board of several startups and she is also an LP in 
seed stage VC funds with a focus on Southeast 
Asia and South America. 

Prior to angel investing, Julie spent over a decade 
as a Fixed Income Trader at Wall Street 
investment banks Citigroup and Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch where she generated nearly 
$200mm in career trading profits. Julie received 
her MBA from Columbia Business School and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Molecular Biology from the 
University of Colorado, Boulder. She left the Wall 
Street trading floor in 2012 to travel the world 
and explore and invest in tech startup 
ecosystems. 

Julie served on the Advisory Board of the Global 
Alliances Program at The Aspen Institute from 

2015 to 2018 and participated in entrepreneurship and investment delegations to Colombia, 
Tanzania, Cuba and Myanmar. Julie has traveled to over 50 countries and spent significant 
time in several places, including Brazil and Hong Kong.  

She lives in Miami and NYC with her partner Marcus and daughter, Vivian. 
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Josh Milstein, CC ’10 

Ogden CAP Associates; Former 
CEO, Mommy Nearest 

Josh Milstein is an entrepreneur and early-stage 
investor for Ogden CAP Associates, a real estate 
family office. From 2012 to 2019, he was the CEO 
of Mommy Nearest, one of the leading media and 
technology companies for millennial parents. At 
Mommy Nearest, he grew the company’s 
operations to 15 cities and, in May 2019, sold the 
company to KidPass, the largest marketplace for 
discovering and booking children’s activities 

nationwide. As an investor, Josh focuses his attention on doing direct deals in venture-backed 
companies as well as LP investing in venture funds. He is an avid believer in the NYC tech 
ecosystem and enjoys supporting fellow entrepreneurs here in the city. 
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Carolyn D. Richmond 

Partner, Fox Rothschild LLP 

Carolyn D. Richmond is a partner in Fox 
Rothschild’s New York office and is the chair of 
the firm’s Hospitality Practice Group. Her practice 
largely consists of representing and counseling 
employers in the hospitality industry, specifically 
restaurants, hotels, caterers, night clubs, lounges 
and fitness centers. In particular, Carolyn has 
extensive experience litigating wage and hour 
class actions, restrictive covenants and 
employment discrimination and harassment 
cases.  

She also counsels clients extensively with respect 
to workplace issues such as the hiring process, 
diversity awareness training, maintaining a 
harassment-free environment, union avoidance, 

employee handbooks and other policy initiatives. She frequently provides sexual harassment 
and best practices training, and represents employers before a variety of local, state and 
federal agencies.  

In 2019, Cornell University’s ILR School awarded Carolyn the Judge William B. Groat prize, the 
school’s highest honor. Before joining Fox Rothschild, Carolyn served as General Counsel to 
B.R. Guest Restaurants & James Hotels, where she was responsible for the legal and business 
affairs for both expanding restaurant operations and the development of James Hotel 
properties. 
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Ariel Zwang 

CEO, Safe Horizon 

Ariel Zwang has been the CEO of Safe Horizon 

since 2008. Safe Horizon is the nation’s leading 

provider of services to victims of crime and abuse. 

Each year it provides support to hundreds of 

thousands of people who have endured domestic 

violence, child abuse, human trafficking, and 

many other forms of violence. Ariel was previously 

the executive director of New York Cares, which, 

under her leadership, became the city’s largest 

volunteer organization, deploying 40,000 

volunteers annually. She was appointed a White House Fellow from 1999-2000 by President 

Bill Clinton.  

Ariel’s previous experience includes serving as a vice president of the Women’s Housing and 

Economic Development Corporation in the South Bronx, and as special assistant to the 

Chancellor of the New York City Board of Education. Ariel began her career at Morgan Stanley 

and the Boston Consulting Group. She is a board member of the Human Services Council of 

New York and a former board member of the Points of Light Foundation. Ariel received an 

MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA in Applied Mathematics from Harvard College. 


